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Pursuant to MPEP § 708.02(VIII) (7 th ed.1998, Rev. 1, Feb. 2000), applicants hereby 
petition for a special status for this application. 
II. Requirements for Granting Special Status 

MPEP § 708.02(VIII) provides five requirements for a grant of special status. The 
following subsections show that each of these five requirements is met. 

A. Submit Petition and Fee: § 708.02(VIII)(A) 

This petition is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR § 1.17(i). 

B. Agree to an Election Without Traverse: § 708-02(VIII)(B) 
Applicants submit that all claims are directed to a single, patentable invention. 

However, should the Office determine that all the claims presented are not directed to a single 
invention, applicants agree to elect the largest group of claims that includes claim 1 . 

Q3/i?/E00l ftrwGftUi 00000017 09605957 
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Basis For the Petition 
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C. State that a Pre-examination Search Was Made: 
§ 708.02(VIII)(C) 

A preexamination search was made and included a search of the following classes and 
subclasses: (1) class 705, subclasses 14 and 26; and (2) class 235, subclasses 375, 381, and 
383. Examiner J. Trammell of Art Unit 2764 was consulted regarding the field of search. 

D. Submit a Copy of the Most Relevant References: 
§ 708.02(VTII)(D) 

One copy each of the references deemed most closely related to the subject matter 
encompassed by the claims are submitted with the information disclosure statement filed 
herewith. 

E. Submit a Detailed Discussion of the References, Pointing 
Out How the Claimed Subject Matter is Patentable Over 
the References: § 708.02(VIII)(E) 

Each of the independent claims includes features not taught or suggested by the 
references deemed most relevant to the claims. 

Claim 1 is directed to a computer-implemented method that includes the step of 
storing consumer identifiers and account identifiers such that each consumer identifier maps 
to one of the account identifiers, each consumer identifier corresponding to a consumer and 
each account identifier corresponding to a points account of a consumer. Transaction 
information is received at a point-of-sale in response to a transaction between one of the 
consumers and a retailer, the transaction information including one of the consumer 
identifiers and coupon information of unrelated coupons. The consumer's points account is 
identified from the received one of the consumer identifiers based on the stored consumer 
identifiers and the stored account identifiers. Values of unrelated coupons are converted to 
points, and the points account of the consumer is credited with the points. Claims 1 1 and 19 
define systems for performing a method substantially the same as defined by Claim 1 . 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,471,669 to Lidman describes a coupon savings account system for 
transferring coupon amounts from a store account to a purchaser's account to be used for 
educational or other purposes. However, U.S. Patent No. 5,471,669 fails to teach or suggest 
a computer-implemented method that includes steps of (A) storing consumer identifiers and 
account identifiers such that each consumer identifier maps to one of the account identifiers, 
each consumer identifier corresponding to a consumer and each account identifier 
corresponding to a points account of a consumer; (B) receiving transaction information at a 
point-of-sale (POS) in response to a transaction between one of the consumers and a retailer, 
the transaction information including one of the consumer identifiers and coupon information 
of unrelated coupons; (C) identifying the consumer's points account from the received one of 
the consumer identifiers, based on the stored consumer identifiers and the stored account 
identifiers; (D) converting values of the unrelated coupons to points; and (E) crediting the 
points account of the consumer with the points as recited in Claim 1. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,970,480 to Kalina describes an interchange system that 
communicates accumulated credit awards to a credit award exchange that processes the 
conversion of credit awards into the purchase of mutual funds and/or an investment vehicle of 
the award account holder's choice. However, U.S. Patent No. 5,970,480 fails to teach or 
suggest (A) storing consumer identifiers and account identifiers such that each consumer 
identifier maps to one of the account identifiers, each consumer identifier corresponding to a 
consumer and each account identifier corresponding to a points account of a consumer; (B) 
receiving transaction information at a point-of-sale (POS) in response to a transaction 
between one of the consumers and a retailer, the transaction information including one of the 
consumer identifiers and coupon information of unrelated coupons; (C) identifying the 
consumer's points account from the received one of the consumer identifiers, based on the 
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stored consumer identifiers and the stored account identifiers; (D) converting values of the 
unrelated coupons to points; and (E) crediting the points account of the consumer with the 
points as recited in Claim 1 . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,991,736 to Ferguson et al . discloses a means for transferring 
monetary funds equal to the incentive award amount from an incentive award pool to a 
customer's retirement account. However, U.S. Patent No. 5,991,736 fails to teach or suggest 
(A) storing consumer identifiers and account identifiers such that each consumer identifier 
maps to one of the account identifiers, each consumer identifier corresponding to a consumer 
and each account identifier corresponding to a points account of a consumer; (B) receiving 
transaction information at a point-of-sale (POS) in response to a transaction between one of 
the consumers and a retailer, the transaction information including one of the consumer 
identifiers and coupon information of unrelated coupons; (C) identifying the consumer's 
points account from the received one of the consumer identifiers, based on the stored 
consumer identifiers and the stored account identifiers; (D) converting values of the unrelated 
coupons to points; and (E) crediting the points account of the consumer with the points as 
recited in Claim 1 . 

Therefore, independent Claim 1 and dependent Claims 2-10 are believed to patentably 
distinguish over each of U.S. Patent Nos. 5,471,669; 5,970,480; 5,991,736. Independent 
Claims 1 1 and 19 each define a system with components that perform a method substantially 
similar to that defined by Claim 1. Accordingly, independent Claims 1 1 and 19 and 
dependent Claims 12-18 and 20-26 are believed to patentably distinguish over the applied 
references for at least the same reasons as Claim 1 . 
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III. Conclusion 

The petition to make special should be granted. Therefore, applicants respectfully 
request that this application be advanced out of turn for examination. 



Respectfully submitted, 




22850 Registration No. 42,850 
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